Past accomplishments and future directions: risk prevention in anesthesia and surgery.
Anesthesiology has served as a model for patient safety in health care and was the first medical profession to treat patient safety as an independent problem. Anesthesiology has implemented widely accepted guidelines on basic monitoring, conducted long-term analyses of closed malpractice claims, developed patient simulators as meaningful training tools, and addressed problems of human error. The National Surgical Quality Improvement Program is the first national, validated, and peer-controlled program that uses risk-adjusted outcomes for the comparative assessment and improvement of the quality of surgical care. The program has reduced postoperative complications in the Veterans Administration, at both national and local levels. It is becoming more evident that processes and events during surgery can be important determinants of long-term outcomes after anesthesia and surgery.